
The BABN “Young Woman” Vignette 
 

British American Bank Note Company was founded in 1866.  It was a Canadian 
Banknote Company competitor and producer of some banknotes for the Bank of 
Canada.  Both Canada Bank Note Company and Dominion Bank Note Company were 
acquired prior to 1900.   In 1984, BABN became a wholly owned subsidiary of BCE Inc.   
It was subsequently known as the BA Banknote Division of Quebecor Printing Inc. In 
1999, BA Banknote was acquired by Munich-based German banknote printer Giesecke 
& Devrient, and operated as BA International. The firm ceased bank note production in 
2012.  Canadian Banknote Company acquired BA’s building in 2013. In May 2013, staff 
of the Bank of Canada Museum visited BABN and were able to select for the National 
Currency Collection more than 650 steel dies (small, engraved metal or “intaglio” plates) 
and other production tools formerly used by the company to prepare the intaglio printing 
plates. 
 
Canada was selected as the site of the first youth philatelic exhibition held in North 
America. The Canada 82 Youth Exhibition (7th International Philatelic Youth Exhibition), 
was held May 20–24, 1982 in the Queen Elizabeth Building at the Canadian National 
Exhibition, Toronto. The event was sponsored by the Royal Philatelic Society of Canada 
and Canada Post Corporation, while under the patronage of the Fédération 
Internationale de Philatélie (FIP). It drew 290 exhibitors from 43 countries and over 
20,000 visitors. This was also the 2nd souvenir sheet released in Canada’s postal 
history. For Canada82, three firms produced souvenir cards, United States Postal 
Service, Ashton-Porter Ltd and British American Bank Note Inc.  The USPS produced 
one card (PS-38), AP produced one card (SO-27) while BABN produced six (SO-28 & 
SO-29A through SO-29E). 
  
One of the later is attributed as SCCS #: SO-29C1 depicting a “Young Woman” vignette 
on a 5.25” x 4.25” card with an estimated population of 100. 



 
Figure 1 SO-29C 

 
 
 
The “Young Woman” vignette was used commercially on the 1981 Francana Oil and 
Gas Ltd stock certificate.2 



 

BABN also used the Young Woman vignette for 3 test notes.  The first two are color 

charts or color samples.  These are given to customers to aid in choosing the color 

scheme for their product, be it bank notes, stock certificates, bonds, stamps, or checks.3 



 
Figure 2 - BABG-131 
 

 
Figure 3 BABG-132 
 

Both of these were in a booklet or leather wallet, held in place by pins.  Though both 

identify the same #26 red, they were probably produced at different times.  As is 



common with test notes, no date of issue or population is known.  BABG-131 is 8.25” x 

5” Both are valued $25 or less. 

The third test note BABG-133) is an advertising sheet, with neither the date nor 

dimensions known.   The top vignette is named “Sundown”, engraved in 1877.  It is the 

most expensive, valued at $40.  The French text translates “From Sea to Sea”. 

 
Figure 4 BABG-133 
 

There also exists another group of test notes using the BABN plates, probably produced 

by Goebel Printing or De la Rue Giori about 1964.  The date took some detective work.  



Some of these have a watermark, “Papierfabriklouisent”.  This is for the paper mill 

Louisenthal, which was established in 1964 in Germany as a wholly-owned subsidiary 

of the Giesecke & Devrient Group. 

The first of these are 4 note set variety of 50/20 Denomination vertical notes.  Three are 

uniface, with one showing the BABN home office in Ottawa, Canada on the reverse.  

Notice the only wording is “Certificate for less than one hundred shares” and “This 

certifies that The Governor and Company. 



 



Figure 5 GOE-101d 

There is also a 6 note 50/20 horizontal set as well.  Again, there are those with blank 

reverses and those with BABN home office on reverse.   

 

Figure 6 GOE-111 

These have the same text, plus the following “Bank La Premere Banque Au Canada” 

and “Canada First Bank Premere Bank” in the blue strip towards the bottom. 

There is some conjecture about the Goebel / Giori notes, as the full 15 note sheet of 

these has 3 different versions of these on the outside rows and the “Giori Jefferson” test 

notes on the center row. 

1 SCCS web site 

2 Alexander, Greg 

3 Rollins, Roland, “North American Printers Promotional Sheets & Test Notes, 2020 

 

 


